Dear Eighth Grade Parents;

The St. Mary School mission statement asserts, “As students develop their individual gifts, they become competent, responsible, socially-conscious, respectful, life-long learners.”  The Student Learning Expectations (SLE’s) further define this statement. The Student Learning Portfolio (SLP) is designed to address these basic premises, and provide students with the means to understand how these premises are integrated in their academic studies at St. Mary School.

The Student Learning Portfolio is a self-directed collection of each student’s schoolwork. The work each student chooses to put in his/her portfolio should reflect the mission statement and Student Learning Expectations as outlined in the school handbook and their own assessment of their learning. The culmination of this year-long portfolio process will be two formal interviews of each 8th grade student, in which students have an opportunity to discuss and share their portfolio about their learning.

This year, we are dividing the students into mentoring groups directed by one of the Jr. High staff.  Staff members will guide the student’s self reflection process and provide support to the students they mentor throughout the school year.  Our first mentoring meeting is on Thursday, 9/28, from the end of school until 1:45 pm.  Students will be invited by their mentors to attend.

Please help us support your child, in this process, by having them attend mentoring meetings. 

If you have questions regarding the Student Learning Portfolio or the mentoring process, please direct your inquiries to either Catherine Lowney (clowney@stmarygilroy.org) or Georgia Stern (gstern@dsj.org).  Please sign and return this letter to your child’s homeroom teacher, acknowledging that you are aware of your child’s responsibilities for this ongoing self-awareness project. 
Sincerely, 

Catherine Lowney and Georgia Stern

Student name:________________________________________
Signature _____________________________________________  Date __________________
